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Secretary-General António Guterres  
United Nations  
One UN Plaza 
New York, NY 10017 
 
Recognizing:  
 
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child guarantees 
nondiscrimination, devotion to the best interests of the child, the right to life, 
survival and development, and respect for the views of the child.  Other 
international appeals recognize additional or supplemental rights of children, such 
as the European Union Action on the Rights of the Child, and the Reykjavik 
Appeal on Wireless Technology in Schools.  
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The existence of the legal rights of children is well recognized, but not adequately 
or uniformly enforced, especially when those rights conflict with powerful 
commercial interests. In this document we set out three fundamental legal rights of 
children regarding the deployment and use of technology: their right to be free 
from intentionally addictive devices, platforms and apps; their right to be free from 
harmful exposures to radiation; and their right to be free from commercial 
exploitation.  
  
The legal duty to protect children and enforce these rights on their behalf is the 
obligation of all adults, particularly parents, legal guardians and others in positions 
of authority. This protection of children is a basic legal principle that we believe 
will increasingly be recognized as a part of international customary law that can be 
recognized and implemented by every country on Earth.  
 
 
Screen Time Addiction 

• Social media platforms are intentionally designed with algorithms to 
encourage addiction of young people and children. 

• The harmful effects of excess screen time are well documented in the 
scientific literature, including mental health disorders, addiction, depression, 
anxiety, memory loss, increasing rates of suicide, loss of sleep, learning 
disorders, irritability, anger, and other behavioral changes, cyberbullying 
and harassment.  

• The duty of care of corporate social media platform owners and operators is 
clear; the harms are foreseeable; the causal link between screen time 
addiction and consequent harms is recognized even by the social media 
platform owners and operators themselves who provide devices to monitor 
this exposure; there are few if any warnings to parents and children of the 
dangers; millions of children are being harmed, and their families disrupted. 

• The American Academy of Pediatrics has issued warnings regarding safe 
screen time for children under 3 years of age, and also for teenagers. These 
warnings are repeated by the American Academy of Child & Adolescent 
Psychiatry. They are being ignored. 

  
Involuntary Exposure to Non-Ionizing Radiation 

• A large and growing body of independent, peer-reviewed scientific studies 
demonstrates that man-made non-ionizing radiation has adverse biological 
effects. 
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• There is an urgent need to understand better the correlation of exposure to 
NIR with biological effects, including acute effects such as headaches, 
dizziness, nausea, insomnia, lack of concentration, and brain fog, as well as 
chronic effects including DNA damage and cancer; these physical effects are 
negatively synergistic with screen time addiction. 

• The growing number of wireless devices in and near homes, schools, daycare 
centers, and workplaces, together with supporting infrastructure, is 
increasing children’s continuous and cumulative radiation exposure from: 
cell phones, laptops, tablets, computers, routers, gaming consoles, wearables, 
internet of things, smart meters, robots, small cell and macro towers, satellite 
base stations.  

• Government agencies have set maximum recommended NIR exposure 
limits based on decades-old assumptions (e.g., only thermal heating of cells is 
bioactive, and that maximum exposure levels to adults also apply to children) 
that do not protect children. 

• Neither NIR exposure levels nor their related health impacts on children are 
being monitored, thus leaving parents, healthcare practitioners, and 
governments uninformed about the current dangers to health as well 
as impact on future generations.  

• Misleading claims of safe exposure levels made by governmental regulatory 
bodies and advisory bodies such as ICNIRP are amplified by the media and 
the purveyors of these wireless devices and services.  

 
Commercial Exploitation  

• Confidential and private personal information concerning children is being 
monetized by data harvesters, in most countries without the informed 
consent of parents, guardians, and other responsible persons in direct 
violation of national and international policies, laws, and regulations that 
protect the privacy of children.  

• The accelerating development and ubiquitous deployment of Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) raises profound ethical questions that need to be urgently 
examined concerning the potential risks to children.  

• In most countries, many parents lack up-to-date and accurate information 
about the potential exploitation of their children resulting from exposure to 
digital devices and are thus unable to take effective action to protect their 
children from these risks.  
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Recognizing Further... 
• The urgent need to investigate, control, and embargo imports of electronic 

components and products containing minerals extracted by enforced child 
labor under dehumanizing conditions. 

• The importance of adopting the Precautionary Principle as an operative and 
applicable guideline for providing safe learning environments for children. 

• The importance of promoting the goal of safety as an overriding priority 
when it comes to exposing children to NIR environments.  

 
Now Therefore, the undersigned endorse and strongly advocate that the 
following principles and actions be immediately adopted by national and local 
governments and legislators, and by administrators in public and private schools 
around the world as constituting wise and best practices: 

• We recognize that children have a fundamental human right to be free 
from intentionally addictive devices, platforms, and apps, the right to be free 
from harmful exposure to radiation, and the right to be free from 
commercial exploitation. 

• We urge the immediate adoption and implementation of standards 
regarding children's exposure to, and use of, social media, gaming and other 
platforms that encourage addiction; and further demand that advertisements 
aimed at increasing screen time for children be curtailed. 

• We call upon government officials to establish health-based NIR exposure 
standards, and incentivize best engineering solutions that are protective of 
health, especially for children and pregnant women. 

• We further call on school administrators to create safe learning 
environments that are free from or involve minimal exposure to NIR, 
utilizing best available monitoring technologies.  

• We strongly recommend broad public education on the unique health 
risks of continued exposure of children to addictive and harmful platforms 
and potentially dangerous levels of radiation, and the legal fiduciary 
obligations of administrators to discharge these responsibilities.  

• We urgently appeal to physicians and other health care providers to 
inform themselves and receive professional training in behavioral and 
physical problems related to screen time, and the new medical discipline of 
clinical electromagnetics.  
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• We believe that the burden of proof of safety must shift to the 
manufacturers and purveyors of NIR-emitting devices. 

• We seek financial support and compensation for families with children 
evidencing serious electrohypersensitivity, and that these costs be paid for by 
wireless telecom purveyors, pursuant to the 1972 OECD “Polluter Pays 
Principle.” 

• We support collaborative innovation among technology providers to 
significantly reduce NIR emissions from wireless products and to compete on 
safety. 

• We strongly encourage innovative ways to finance this fundamental and 
evolutionary shift in public conscience and awareness. 
 
 

We call on people of good will everywhere to express their urgent appeals for the 
protection of children and future generations by signing this Declaration and 
supporting legal and other protective actions embodying its spirit. 
 
 
 

Mónica Aasgaard, attorney, Chile 
Olga Aguinaga, PhD, Spain 

Clara Aguirre de Carcer, MD, Spain 
Christian Andres, arttorney, Spain 
Stefan Antoni, MD, South Africa 

Marc Arazi, MD, Phonegate Alert, France 
Carolina Arias, attorney, Chile 

Pilar Garcia Arroyo, MD, Spain 
Violaine Baouab, MD, France 
Gilberte Baril, PhD, Canada 
Ricardo Bartelme, MD, USA 

Johanna Barthel, MD, Liechtenstein 
Martina Bauer, MD, attorney, Germany 

Philippe Baumgartner, PhD, France 
Frank Belcastro, PhD, USA 
Igor Belyaev, PhD, Slovakia 

Dominique Belpomme, MD, Paris University, France 
Paul Ben Ishai, PhD, Ariel University, Israel 

Robert Berg, attorney, USA 
Joe Berkhof, MD, Netherlands 
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José Bernardino, PhD, Portugal 
Sibille Beyer, PhD, Canada 

Jacqueline Bidoilleau, attorney, France 
L. Biernacki, PhD, USA 

Linda Birnbaum, PhD, former Director of NIEHS, USA 
Myriam Blais-Guérette, MD, Canada 

Erie Bosma, MD, Germany 
Denis Bourgeois, PhD, France 

Teresa Bowdon, MD, UK 
Richard Boyd, PhD, Ohio State University 

Patricia Broderick, PhD, USA 
David Brown, ScD, Environment & Human Health, USA 

Clodagh Bryan, PhD, Ireland 
Dennis Buch, PhD, USA 
John Bucher, PhD, USA 
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Larry Burk, MD, USA 

Lee Cant, PhD, UK 
Rayen Carillo, MD, Chile 
Fina Carpena, PhD, Spain 

David Carpenter, MD, University at Albany (SUNY), USA 
Alwyn Carstens, MD, South Africa 

Kent Chamberlin, PhD, University of New Hampshire, USA 
Francis Charles, MD, Belgium 

Magdalena Cirerol Golliard, MD, Spain 
Uwe Clemens, attorney, Germany 

Gaetan Chevalier, PhD, USA 
Alain Collomb, PhD, France 

Anna Coutsoudis, PhD, South Africa 
Miguel Angel Ochoa Covarrubias, PhD, Mexico 

Kristof Daems, PhD, Belgium 
Christine Dassarguesm PhD, Belgium 

Dayana Dávila, MD, Chile 
Devra Davis, PhD, MPH, Environmental Health Trust, USA 

Yasmin Dawood, attorney, South Africa 
Araceli De Armas Santana, MD, Spain 

Anke De Beer, PhD, Digital Intelligence, South Africa 
Jan De Boeck, MD, Belgium 

Jeremie De Clerck, MD, Belgium 
Valeria Del Real, attorney, Chile 
Marc De Moulins, MD, France 
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Johan Denis, MD, Belgium 
Mariel Gaete Moreno Denisse, PhD, Chile 

Veronique de Stexhe, MD, Belgium 
Cindy de Villiers, MD, New Zealand 

Rik De Wulf, MD, Belgium 
Susanne Diez, PhD, Austria 

Adilza Dode, MD, PhD, Brazil 
Jean Doherty, MD, Australia 

Jelena Domljanovic, attorney, Croatia 
Bruce Dooley, MD, New Zealand 

Fabienne Doroy, PhD, France 
Clementine D’Oultremont, MD, Belgium 

Cathy Dowd, PhD, UK 
Elizabeth Doyle, attorney, South Africa 

Larysa Dyrszka, MD, USA 
Emmanuelle Dumortier, PhD, Belgium 

Christian Du Plessis, attorney, South Africa 
Victoria Dunckley, MD, psychiatrist, USA 

Marilyn Edwards, MD, UK 
David Eisenberg, MD, USA 

Erica Elliot, MD, USA 
David Enkvist, attorney, Sweden 

Carol Ermakova, MD, UK 
Ariane Eroy, PhD, USA 

Ruth Etzel, MD, PhD, former Director, Office of Children's Health Protection, EPA, USA 
Irene Farrem MD, Spain 

Francesco Filippi, MD, Italy 
Lorena Fischler, attorney, Spain 
Annelie Fitzgerald, PhD, Wales 
Liliana Fiume, attorney, Croatia 
Maria Flury, MD, Switzerland 
Deon Fourie, MD, South Africa 
Tim Frankenberger, MD, USA 
Lubica Froncová, MD, Slovakia 

Vita Gallén, attorney, Spain 
Laura Garcia Miranda, PhD, Spain 

Sabine Gerani, MD, Germany 
Maria Gil, MD, Spain 

Deborah Ginsburg, MD, USA 
Rafaela Gonzalez-Careaga, MD, Spain 

Sandra Goodman, PhD, UK 
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Marcy Gordon, attorney, USA 
Keith Graham, MD, UK 
Debra Greene, PhD, USA 

Julian Gresser, Broadband International Legal Action Network, USA 
Sue Grey, attorney, New Zealand 

Karen Griffin, PhD, Brazil 
Oleg Grigoriev, PhD, Russia 

Maxime Grimonet, MD, France 
Nicole Gruel, PhD, Australia 

Alberto Guerrero Guerra, PhD, Spain 
Clara Gutiérrez, MD, Spain 

Lorna Hackett, civil rights barrister, UK 
Hendrik Hamilton, MD, South Africa 

Gahan Hanmer, attorney, USA 
Lennart Hardell, MD, PhD, Sweden 

Tomomi Hattori, MD, Japan 
Molly Hauck, PhD, USA 

Magda Havas, PhD, Trent University, Canada 
Lena Hedendahl, MD, Sweden 

Christiane Herman, PhD, Belgium 
Paul Héroux, PhD, McGill University, Canada 

Hanna Hervall, MD, attorney, Sweden 
Cathrine Himberg, PhD, USA 
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Daciana Iancu, MD, USA 
Ali Ignacio, attorney, Spain 
Neva Ingalls, PhD, USA 

Irma Iturriaga, PhD, Chile 
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Ladislav Janoušek, PhD, Slovakia 

Toril Jelter, MD, Mount Diablo Integrative Wellness Center, USA 
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Olle Johansson, retired professor, Karolinska Institutet, Sweden 

Preben Kastrup, PhD, Denmark 
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Christin Kjølseth, MD, Norway 
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Janine Mayeres, MD, Belgium 
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Ronald Melnick, PhD, former senior scientist, National Institutes of Health, USA 
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Cécile Menanteau, attorney, France 
Theodore Metsis, PhD, Greece 

Zenonas Michaelides, attorney, Cyprus 
Mirela Mihai, attorney, Romania 

Gabrielle Miller, MD, USA 
Jakub Misek, PhD, Slovakia 

Alexander Mitchell, attorney, UK 
Pilar Rodriguez Morales, MD, Spain 

Jean-Phillipe Morimont, MD, Belgium 
Joel Moskowitz, PhD, USA 

Teresa Mulholland, MD, USA 
Encarnación Muñoz Marín, MD, Spain 
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Sebastian Puech, MD, France 
Núria Puigbó, attorney, Spain 
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Tanja Rebel, MD, SafeTech International 
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Dhavelin Reddy, MD, University of Bradford, South Africa 
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Supporting Organizations 
24K Healing - Canada 

5G Moratoire pour la Suisse - Switzerland 
AGIR Pour L'environnement, France 

Ass. Atto Primo Salute Ambiente Cultura- Italy 
Association pour un Espace Protégé des Ondes Hertziennes - France 

Association ROBIN DES TOITS - France 
Association Santé Environnement France 

Association SOS MCS, France 
Abbey Wood Community Sound - UK 

Africa Free Trade Agency - South Africa 
Albertans for Safe Technology - Canada 

Aloem Vincente Association- France 
Association pour la Reconnaissance de l'Electrohypersensibilité - Belgium 
Asociación Electro y Químico Sensibles por el Derecho a la Salud - Spain 

Ass. Atto Primo Salute Ambiente Cultura ODV - Italy 
Association Résistance 5G Nantes - France 

Baubiologie & Umweltmesstechnik Rebernig - Austria 
Belangengroep Stralingsarm Maasduinen - Netherlands 
Broadband International Legal Action Network - USA 

Bulgarian Center for Bioethics - Bulgaria 
California Brain Tumor Association - USA 

Canadian Educators for Safe Technology - Canada 
Canadians For Safe Technology (C4ST) - Canada 

Center for Safer Wireless - USA 
Coordinamento internazionale associazioni per la tutela dei diritti dei minori K'irganisto - Italy 

Citizens for Safer Tech - Canada 
Citizen League Encouraging Awareness of Radiation (CLEAR) - USA 

Citizens Radiation Protection Norway - Norway 
Association Résistance 5G Nantes - France 

Community Association for West Hampstead - UK 
Consumers for Safe Cell Phones - USA 

Contextual Healing Institute (CHI) - Canada 
Danish EHS Association - Denmark 
Disclosure Network New York - USA 

Down to Earth - UK 
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Dream Deep - Canada 
Earthwise Solutions - USA 

Eco Learning Legacies - USA 
Ecological Options Network - USA 

EHS Foreningen for elektro hyper sensitive - Denmark 
Electromagnetic Pollution Illnesses Canada Foundation (EPIC)  - Canada 

Electromagnetic Sense  - Ireland 
Elektrosmog a zdravie - Slovakia 

EMF Safety Network - USA 
EMF off.com - USA 

Environmental Health Association of Manitoba - Canada 
EUROPAEM, IGUMED 

Europeans for Safe Connections 
Fairplay Childrens Screen Time Action Network - USA 

Finland Radiation Protection Society - Finland 
Folkets Strålevern - Norway 

Fountain of Grace Ministries - South Africa 
Freedom Alliance South Africa - South Africa 

Friends of Merrymeeting Bay - USA 
Global Network Against Weapons & Nuclear Power in Space - USA 

Grassroots Enviroinmental Education - USA 
Groupe de Réflexion et d'Action pour une Pédagogie Progressiste et Alternative - Belgium 

Healthy Home Advisor - USA 
HighCroft Homestead Education & Production Centre - Canada 

Holistic Alliance for Real Ecology (HARE) - UK 
Hrvatska Udruga Za Zaštitu Od Elektromagnetnog Zračenja - Croatia 

Institute for Bio and Technosphere - Croatia 
Interconnections - UK 

Italian Electrosensitive Association - Italy 
The Kusasa Project, South Africa 

Klininkk for integrert medisin (Clinic for integrative medicine) - Norway 
Last Tree Laws Massachusetts - USA 

The Leto Foundation 
Let's Talk About Tech - Netherlands 

Lève les yeux, France 
Life Over Smart Energy - USA 

Life Resonance, z.s. - Czech Republic 
Local Futures, Australia 

Longmont4SafeTech.org - USA 
Maine Coalition to Stop Smart Meters - USA 

Malibu Agricultural Society - USA 
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MalibuForSafeTech.org - USA 
Manhattan Neighbors for Safer Telecommunications - USA 

Międzynarodowa Koalicja dla Ochrony Polskiej Wsi - ICPPC - Poland 
MRE Engenharia, Ltda, Brazil 

Multidisciplinary Environmental Health Scientific Institute 
Napa Neighborhood  Association For Safe Technology - USA 

New Hampshire for Safe Technology - USA 
New York Safe Utility Meter Association - NYSUMA - USA 

Oceania  Radiofrequency Scientific Advisory Association (ORSAA) 
Ondes.brussels - Belgium 

Oregon for Safer Technology & Radiation-Free Schools - USA 
Parents for Safe Schools - Canada 

Partei die Basis - Germany 
Poem 26 prévention ondes électromagnétiques Drome - France 

Positive Health Online - UK 
Prevent Cancer Now - Canada 

PRIARTEM / Electrosensibles de France 
Protect Wild Petaluma - USA 

Public Intellectuals for Social and Spare Change - USA 
Rassemblement ÉlectroSensibilité Québec - Canada 

Regression Academy - USA 
Reset Rolfing - UK 

Rhode Islanders for Safe Technology 
Safe Home, Ltd. - USA 

Safe ICT NZ Inc - New Zealand 
Safe Tech Hawaii - USA 
Safe Tech Tucson - USA 

Safe Technology for Santa Barbara County - USA 
Safer Cellphone and WiFi Project - USA 

School of Resource & Environmental Management - Canada 
SERA - REVAV - France 

Simplicity Parenting Institute - USA 
Smart Meter Education Network - USA 

Solange Gingras - Canada 
Soothing Spaces - USA 

Southwest Pennsylvania for Safe Technology - USA 
Stop Smart Meters Australia  - Australia 

SupportREALteachers.org - USA 
Swedish Radiation Protection Foundation - Sweden 

The Peoples Initiative Foundation - USA 
Unidos Por Tecnología Responsable - Chile 
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Universeller Klang - Switzerland 
UNO Merger IMF - Indonesia 

Vereniging ElektroHyperSensitiviteit Vlaanderen, Belgium 
Verantwortungsvoller Mobilfunk Deutschland - Germany 

Wireless Radiation Education & Defense - USA 
Zdrowa Rodzina Ewa Gierula - Poland 

 
 
 
A complete and updated listing of all medical, scientific, and legal professionals as 

well as supporting organizations and individuals can be found at 
www.thechildrensdeclaration.org. 


